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1.

Houtwijk is missing third places for younger
people (18-25 y/0)



1.

Houtwijk is missing third places for younger
people (18-25 y/0)

(informal) public places, where people can meet each
other outside their home and work place



“There iIs nothing for us young
people in the neighbourhood [...]
That is why | am never there.”

Interview participant, 2025



2.

Older people (65+) in the third phase of life
want to contribute to society and have much to
offer, but current structures limit this




2.

Older people (65+) in the third phase of life
want to contribute to society and have much to
offer, but current structures limit this

the period between active working and the stage of
advanced old age and increasing vulnerability



1. :

Younger people
(18-25y/0)
Third places

2.

Older people
(65+)
Third phase

mental well-being
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How can architectural design in Houtwijk create third
places that respond to the needs of both younger people
(18-25) and older people in the third phase of life (65+),
Inaway that contributes to the overall well-being of both
age groups and strengthens their connection to the
neighbourhood?

research question
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needs of younger
people

needs of older
people
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needs of younger
people

needs of older
people



results



younger people
18-25y/0

Emerging Adulthood Phase
Identity exploration, experimentation, responsibility, and
developing autonomy
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older people
65+

Third Phase of Life

connectedness, being of significance, and feeling of
autonomy



facilities

overlap

social needs
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cafe / coffee
space

meetingspace

classroom

exhibition
space

makerspace

workshop
space
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social

interaction
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social
interaction

autonomy
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social
interaction

autonomy

lively & vibrant
atmosphere
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social
interaction

reciprocal
exhange

autonomy

lively & vibrant
atmosphere
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social

: : autonom
Interaction y

connection
with green
spaces

reciprocal
exhange

lively & vibrant
atmosphere
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a multifunctional public building that serves
as a third place for Houtwilk and acts as a
connector between facilities and generations,
and s closely linked to green outdoor spaces

design brief



“The most valuable building would
be a multifunctional area [...] where
young and old can meet, learn, and
do activities together [...] that mix
of functions and generations is
important.”

Participatory meeting participant, 2026
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neighbourhood
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route along functions

sloping floorplan

close contact with nature
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pod

pod

pushed into the slope

placed on the slope
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Rolex Learning Center
SANAA Kazuyo Sejima & Ryue Nishizawa
Lausanne, Switzerland 2010
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Photo: © B+G



Rolex Learning Center
SANAA Kazuyo Sejima & Ryue Nishizawa
Lausanne, Switzerland 2010

Photo: ©Luca Onniboni
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natural airflow

close contact with nature

sliding door facade
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Madelief Bergevoet
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