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Fig. 8: The “Social Index” gives an indication of a neighbourhoods social state which is based on statistical 
data. On which specific themes is Feijenoord in the red (negative) and why? (image: Rotterdam Data)  
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Urban / Architectural Design: 
Strengthenig the Shared Characterising
Denominator(s) a.k.a. the horizontal links

The concept(s) are implemented on both the 
architectural and urban assignment

Vice versa however is also true: The 
architectural and urban assignment are important 
tools/methods through which one brings about 
change in the socio-cultural status. 
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         Onderwijs  Particpatie & Vrijetijd

ROC - Zadkine (culinair)  

PC - Basisschool 
Groen van Prinsterer 

O - Basisschool 
De Dukdalf  

RK - Basisschool 
Agnesschool 

PC - Basisschool 
Heemskerk 

ROC - Albeda College 
(sport, sociaal, horeca) 

Middelbare School 
De Passie (evangelisch)  

Stip - Kinderdagverblijf 
Sjakie   

Kinderopvang 
De Zonneschijn    

Bibliotheek 
Feijenoord     

e-Center 
Feijenoord      

Middelbare School 
De Passie (disl.)   

Stip - Kinderdagverblijf 
Petje Pietamientje 

Speeltuin De Feijenoordse Middenstip; BSW 

Buurttuin; Creatief Beheer  

Nassauhavenpark   

Open  Ateliers  

Skateland   

FunZone De Koepels   

Stimuleringsproject Goals 

Speelplaats Duimdrop  

Moskeevereniging El Mohçinine  

Bewonersorganisatie 
Feijenoord/KvZ  

Jeugdcentrum Feijenoord 

Moskeevereniging 
Omar Bni El Khatab 

Vrouwenstichting 
De Kracht van de Vrouw 
 

Islamitische Stichting 
Yeni Cami   

Islamitische Stichting 
Anadolu Moskee  

Buurthuis de Dam; SWF 

- Thuis Op Straat; SWF 
- De Nieuwe Persoonshal; SenR 

Islamitische Supermarkt Sahan 

- Belhuis P.C.O. 
- Belhuis Kaz 

Afhaalrestaurant Mie Lobie 

Fiscale Dienstverlening Oya Fin  

- Groenteboer Ali Baba 
- Slagerij Zuid   

- Shoarma & Pizzeria Il Mare  
- Snackbar ... 

Kantoor SoZaWe 

Artsengroep Persoonsstraat 

Zorgcentrum 
Steenplaat  

Toolkit: Northern side of the sportshal; Status-quo 

--- Monumental value 
--- Pragmatic value 
--- Industrial 
--- Recreational value 

A) Relevance for Urban Identity B) Characteristics of the elements

SWOT Analysis; Strengths: 
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Strategic Element(s): Sportshal; Additional analysis 

Cantine 

Storage  

Terrace
/Balcony  

Path

Installation Area

Flexible Atrium: 
Living room 

Street  

Flexible Atrium: 
Studyroom 

Street  
Roof plane: 
PV Cells 

 Control Unit 

Lighting Building + Square 

Battery Pack / Storage

Atrium A+B  & Dressing Rooms Western Wing 1+2 Eastern Wing 1+2

Solar collectors 

Solar boiler 

‘CV’ Kettel (Backup) 

- Radiator Panels 
- Convectors 
- Floor Heating 

Regular 
Radiators 

Regular 
Radiators 

City Network

- Electricity 
- Sewer 
- Tap Water 

Rainfall (onto roof 1) 

Solar collectors 

Solar boiler 

‘CV’ Kettel (Backup) 

Holding Basin 

Showers & Taps 

Local Heatexchanger

Holding Basin 

ice-ring related program

Additional Filter + 
Level measurement 
(underneath 2 southern cores) 

A.C. Intake Unit 
+ Dust Filter 

Floor plane:  
‘Generator 
Stamps’

Heat Exchanger Unit 
+ (De)Humidifyer 

Output Unit 

Rainfall (onto roof 2)  

Electric Current to 
Water & Airpumps 

Local Neighbourhood 
Transformer

Installation Area 1 of  2

Building

Square 

Filter 

1  - Sandwichpaneel,  
    aluminium afwerking 

    ter bevestiging paneel 
3  - HE 200 B 
4  - Framewerk 40x30mm alu. 
 tbv houten panelen en hwa 
5  - hemelwater afvoer bi 70x135mm
6  - EPS isolatie 60mm 
7  - EPS dakisolatie 100mm 
8  - Aluminium kozijn Alcoa 

10  - TL verlichtingsarmaturen D 16mm 
11  - Perspex lichtbak en ballast voor   
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Active Participant

Passive Participants 

Passive / Active 
Participants 

Bypassers  

Interested 
Bypasser

Bypassers  

Active 
Participant 

PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
Rotterdam is one of the largest cities in the Netherlands, with a relatively strong economy and rich culture. However, when it 
comes to urban developments, Rotterdam (like many other Dutch cities) tends to develop ambitious plans that are bluntly 
imposed on their respective locations. Any trace of the original quality is wiped out, including its communities, its cul-
ture and history; resulting also in many protests of the inhabitants. 

Rotterdam thus constantly changes, but never actually evolves... 

RESEACH QUESTION: 
How can the current neighbourhood of Feijenoord be regenerated to meet future requirements in relation to the municipality’s 
vision, while maintaining the disadvantaged groups currently residing in the area, 
so the inhabiting social structures/communities and the emergence/consolidation of the local culture is also stimulated?  

RELEVANCE:   
The relevance of Materializing Identity, or the need for ‘identifiable 
places’, is best summarized by Relph: 
 

A deep human need exists for associations with significant places. If we 
choose to ignore that need, and follow the forces of placelessness to 
continue unchallenged, then the future can only hold an environment in 
which places simply do not matter. If, on the other hand, we choose to 
respond to that need and transcend placelessness, then the potential 
exists for the development of an environment in which places are for 
man, reflecting and enhancing the variety of human experience. 

    Relph (1976, p 147)

SOCIAL STRATEGY: 
The active social network: As stated in the paragraph “angle of ap-
proach” the m.o. in not only to facilitate all the inhabitants individually 
or per group, but also to link these groups. In doing so, one not only 
maintains the thin social structures of status quo, but one also solidifies 
them and in addition stimulates the creation of even more active social 
crosslinks. 
Active in the sense that the linking of people enables them to share 
and utilise one another’s talents and interest, thereby not solely 
benefitting the individual or the groups, but also the entire neighbour-
hoods network in a socially sustainable way. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: 
The architectural assignment provides a further specification on how 
one of these physical/programmatic nodes can be augmented. For this 
specific assignment the choice was made to augment the Persoonshal, 
one of the neighbourhoods strongest inherent nodes and thus also one 
of the elements with the most potential for stimulating social sustain-
ability. Augmentions consisted of e.g.: Expanding the programmatic 
flexibility, improving accessibility, stimulating social interaction through 
program, transparency, routing and the like. For more specific docu-
mentation reference is made to the thesis Materializing Identity (2011).

KEYWORDS & DISCIPLINES: 
Keywords: society, community, culture/history, revitalization, urban 
planning, architectural form, public space, heterogenity 
Disciplines: urban planning, architecture, social studies, public 
housing/RE&H, revitalization/RMIT

RESEARCH STRATEGY: 
In order to deal with the vast complexity of an entire neighbourhood one needs a structured research methodology on which a 
proper strategy can be based. In this case the custom neighbourhood-based research methodology of the FieldAcademy Rot-
terdam provides a good sollution. This methodology, known as the Livingspheres-analysis (or Leefvelden analyse). Consists of 
3 phases. Phase 1 consists of a quantative analysis of the neighbourhood (which amenities and functions can be found and 
where). This first phase is subdivided in 7 catagories, among which are housing. economy, safety and participation. 
Phase 2 is the qualitative analysis, which utilises interviews and other means to find the correlation between these various 
layers, thereby uncovering the neighbourhood’s inner workings or DNA. In doing so one can move on to formulate specific 
acupunctural actions to inhance or augment these inner workings. One can start to adres the neighbourhood’s problems with 
a strategic urban design (Phase 3). 

URBAN DESIGN: 
As stated earlier, Materializing Identity aims to regenerate a neighbourhood by utilizing its inherent strengths, thereby 
reaching socially sustainable liveability. For Feijenoord this meant tracking down those elements of the DNA that already have 
an inherent tendency to stimulaty the liveability and then augmenting/improving them. These elements or ‘nodes’ are visual-
ized in the map to the right. One can interpret them as the physical and programmatic network that function as the carrier for 
the neighbourhood’s social network. 

Social Strategy: the active social network 

Adults
/Parents 

Youngsters Young 
children 

Prob.  

Goal  

Location: 
Feijenoord 
Rotterdam 

Neighbourhood DNA  Housing  Economy/Work  Safety  Education  Healthcare  Living environment  Participation   

The Persoonshal  

Node based routing Sustainable energy scheme Flexible ‘shellzone’ detailing 

Sub:  - What are the future requirements that the neighbourhood of Feijenoord needs to meet, in the spatial and social context, with respect to the municipality’s vision? 
 - Which type of people make up the population of the neighbourhood Feijenoord? (And why are they called disadvantaged? 
 - What makes up the culture of the disadvantaged groups currently residing the neighbourhood of Feijenoord? 
 - How can the valuable (cultural) aspects of Feijenoord be developed along with the new requirements in a harmonious/liveable way, 
   which benefits both the original inhabitants and the newcomers?  

Physical Network 
as a carrier 
for the 
Social Network 


