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I n t r o d u c t i o n
In 1918, Cornelis Lely’s plans for creating the Zuiderzeewerken 
were approved and passed by the government. In 1959, the state 
department RIJP tasked van Eesteren with designing the urban plan 
of Lelystad. He, along with advisor S.J. van Embden (urban planning), 
A.D. Van Eck (architecture), E.W Hofstee (sociologist), and W. De 
Bruijn (urban planning), formed the Plannning and Urban Planning 
Commission (de Planologische en Stedenbouwkundige Commissie). 
Their goal was to design the capital of Lelystad for 15000 - 20000 
inhabitants, with the understanding that this will grow to 50000 
and then 100000 in 35 to 50 years.

Despite the Planning Commission’s best efforts to design flexibly, the 
Lelystad’s urban planning underwent little change despite changing 
external factors. One early example is the halting of the fourth polder 
for the Zuiderzeewerken, Markermeerpolder. This external decision 
resulted in a change in the position and axis of the city centre. 
Lelycentre, which has an East-West orientation, was intended and 
designed as the centrum in the first phase in 1964, emphasising the 
connection to Markermeerpolder. Since Markermeerpolder, which 
was to lie West of Flevopolder, was no longer on the menu, it was 
decided that Lelystad’s city centre should emphasise its relationship 
with Amsterdam 40km south. Thus the city centre began to develop 
in the 80’s whilst Lelycentre, home to buildings designed as the 
city’s main government household and economic hub, finds itself 
in an awkward situation. The local shopping centre, which once 
resembled Rotterdam’s Lijnbaan, serves the local communities 
with a quiet but healthy bustle of activity. However the majority of 
surrounding buildings have gone through a series of changes in use 
and are now vacant. One such building is the former police station, 
which the police vacated in 2018 in favour of a more central city 
location.



In the 80’s, the police station was instead the ZIJP building, designed 
as part of the Smedinghuis complex in 1967 for the RIJP and the 
ZIJP respectively. Architect Flip. P. Rosdorff and Engineer Dick van 
Mourik designed the complex as the central entrance to Lelycentre 
and it was meant to house the governing bodies of the time (RIJP 
and ZIJP). At the behest of RIJP they were required to integrate 
the complex into Lelystad’s characteristic elevated infrastructure, 
a ghost of van Eesteren’s ideas as his overall plan was rejected 
officially in 1965. Today  the police wing is vacant and Smedinghuis 
is used by the Rijkswaterstaat, where one wing is now vacant and 
the rest is partly empty. The complex acts an authoritative and bold 
entry but as circumstances change, it lacks interaction with local 
users. 

My self-appointed task for these past ten months has been to 
transform this area and add quality to the existing public space. 
What was a parking lot is now a park, what was the police station is 
now a cultural centre, and what was offices are now apartments. My 
goal is to facilitate public interaction with the former police station 
ensuring that it is integrated into the daily lives of locals, not simply 
because it is found along a well used route, but because it is a place 
residents are willing to go and to support. The police station, now 
the Lelycentre Cultural Centre, is designed to offer residents a place 
to simply be and to sit and relax, as well as to learn and develop 
skills.
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A r e a  G o a l s

Diversify

Densify

Improve public space

Introduce community 
functions and activity
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R e s p o n s e :  O u t d o o r  P u b l i c  S p a c e
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CULTURAL CENTRE
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V a l u e  A s s e s s m e n t
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V a l u e  A s s e s s m e n t :  S h a f t s
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V a l u e  A s s e s s m e n t :  E l e v a t e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
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V a l u e  A s s e s s m e n t :  A r t

Raadzaal, Retrieved from Flip. P Rosdorff, 2019



V a l u e  A s s e s s m e n t :  I n t e g r a t e d  D e s i g n

Detail Schacht Lelystad, Retrieved from Flip. P Rosdorff, 2019



V a l u e  A s s e s s m e n t :  A r t
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V a l u e  A s s e s s m e n t :  A r t

Trouwzaal, Retrieved from Flip. P Rosdorff, 2019



D e s i g n



R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n s
How can the former police station, an authoritative and closed 
building, be transformed into an accessible public building that 
acts as a common resource? 

In what ways can the ground floor and first floor which connects to 
the elevated infrastructure both become used public spaces?

How can this 70’s concrete building be made sustainable?



D e s i g n  G o a l s
Introduce transparency along the 
plinth

Introduce wood as an organic contrast 
to the original structure

Turn the cultural centre into the main 
transition between the transformed 
ground level and the elevated 
infrastructure

Preserve the original building and its 
qualities

Introduce passive design concepts

Maintain an awareness of sustainable 
material choice
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1	 80’s Parking Addition

2	 Car access

3	 Unused niche



Remove 80’s addition



1

2

3

1	 Increase floor height  
	 800mm, level with interior  
	 and shopping centre

2	 Add staircase to bridge

3	 Move existing stairs to  
	 remove niche
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3

1	 Increase floor height  
	 800mm, level with interior  
	 and shopping centre

2	 Add staircase to bridge

3	 Move existing stairs to  
	 remove niche

4	 Add wooden arcade, creating  
	 buffer between direct public  
	 space and territory of  
	 building, as well as creating  
	 shelter from rain (west)  
	 and light (east). On the west,  
	 the arcade is small to  
	 emphasise the human scale  
	 between the Smedinghuis  
	 and the Cultural Centre.  
	 On the east, the arcade is  
	 double height to allow the  
	 building to open onto the  
	 park
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3

1	 Increase floor height  
	 800mm, level with interior  
	 and shopping centre

2	 Add staircase to bridge

3	 Move existing stairs to  
	 remove niche

4	 Add wooden arcade

5	 New shaft and roof cladding,  
	 energy principles integrated  
	 into design
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6

3

1	 Increase floor height  
	 800mm, level with interior  
	 and shopping centre

2	 Add staircase to bridge

3	 Move existing stairs to  
	 remove niche

4	 Add wooden arcade

5	 New shaft and roof cladding

6	 New prefab façade units;  
	 energy principles integrated  
	 into design
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P l a n s



East Façade
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West Façade
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North Façade

1:200



South Façade
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Site 1:500 
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Site sections
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1	 Greenhouse
2	 Cooking workshop
3	 Outdoor gathering area
4	 Stairs and lifts
5	 Installation room
6	 Reception
7	 Storage
8	 Disabled WC
9	 Machine Lab
10	 Washing Room
11	 Water Treatment
12	 Repair Shop

Ground floor 1:200 
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B
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1	 Greenhouse
2	 Café
3	 Balcony
4	 Stairs and lifts
5	 Entrance
6	 Shop
7	 Storage
8	 Disabled WC
9	 Staircase

First floor 1:200 
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1	 Balcony
2	 Stairs and lifts
3	 Mess Hall
4	 Balcony
5	 Installation room
6	 Exhibition space
7	 Disabled WC
8	 Void

Second floor 1:200 
N

A

B



1

1 1

1

1

2

3 4 6

7
5

1	 Classroom
2	 Stairs and lifts
3	 Exhibition space
4	 Breakroom
5	 Kiln room (3rd floor)
5	 Storage (4th 5th floor)
6	 WC
7	 Storage / Installations

Third, Fourth, Fifth floor 1:200 
N
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1	 Classroom
2	 Stairs and lifts
3	 Exhibition space
4	 Breakroom
5	 Kiln room (3rd floor)
5	 Storage (4th 5th floor)
6	 WC
7	 Storage / Installations
8	 Administraation

Sixth floor 1:200 
N

A

B
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1	 Artist Studio
2	 Stairs and lifts
3	 WC
4	 Storage / Installations

Seventh floor 1:200 
N

A

B



Section A 
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Section A  Staircase

1:50



Section B

1:200



Section B Fragment

1:50



West Façade Summer

1:20



West Façade Winter

1:20



West Facade Floor-Façade  detail

1:5





East Façade Summer

1:20



East Façade Winter

1:20



East Facade Floor-Façade  detail

1:5



East Facade Floor-Façade  detail

1:5



South Façade Summer

1:20



South Façade Winter

1:20



South Façade  detail

1:5



Interior wall detail

1:5



Floor plan East-South corner Summer

1:20



Floor plan East-South corner Winter

1:20





I m p r e s s i o n s
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V i e w  f r o m  P a r k
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V i e w  f r o m  B o v e n o v e r b r u g



Ramp Smedinghuis [Photograph found in Lelystad]. (n.d.). Retrieved June 28, 2019, from http://images.memorix.nl/naa/thumb/500x-
500/786f976e-9171-9289-886e-055b60fff30a.jpg



V i e w  f r o m  s l o p e



G r o u n d  F l o o r  R e c e p t i o n



R e p a i r  s h o p /  M a c h i n e  l a b



V i e w  o f  F i r s t  F l o o r  f r o m  S t a i r c a s e



V i e w  o f  M e s s  H a l l  f r o m  a b o v e  S t a i r c a s e
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W e s t e r n  E n t r a n c e



Raadzaal in 70’s, Retrieved from Flip. P Rosdorff, 2019



C a f é



Trouwzaal in the 70’s, Retrieved from Flip. P Rosdorff, 2019



V i e w  o f  S t a i r c a s e  f r o m  M e s s  H a l l



Studie naar de transformatie van het voormalig Politiebureau naar woongebouw. (2017, September).
Rotterdam: PowerHouse Company.



C o r r i d o r  A r t i s t  S t u d i o s



Offices in the ZIJP building in the 70’s, Retrieved from Flip. P Rosdorff, 2019



C l a s s r o o m



B r e a k r o o m



C o r r i d o r



Studie naar de transformatie van het voormalig Politiebureau naar woongebouw. (2017, September).
Rotterdam: PowerHouse Company.



R o o f  G a r d e n



S e c t i o n  I m p r e s s i o n



R e f e r e n c e s



R e f e r e n c e :  B e r g a m a  C u l t u r a l  C e n t r e

Mayer, T. (2018, September 11). Bergama Cultural Center [Digital image]. Retrieved December, 2018, from https://www.archdaily.
com/901652/bergama-cultural-center-emre-arolat-architects



R e f e r e n c e :  B e i j i n g  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  A r t s

Beijing Center for the Arts, Kengo Kuma and Associates, & Hu, M. (n.d.). Beijing Qianmen [Digital image]. Retrieved December, 2018, from 
https://kkaa.co.jp/works/architecture/beijing-qianmen/





R e f l e c t i o n



Although office vacancy has reduced for the Netherlands in the past 
four years, it continues to be a problem. In Lelystad, office vacancy 
is currently being approached with an increasingly common tactic 
in the Netherlands: conversion into housing. My project is situated 
in an area where much of the vacancy is and will be addressed like 
this. Instead of following suit, I transform an office not into housing 
but into a facility of social value to the area and community for 
existing residents and in anticipation of newcomers.

Lelystad, G. (2019, March 20). Kantoor Eurotower wordt omgevormd tot 81 appartementen. Retrieved June 28, 2019, from https://www.
lelystad.nl/4/Lelystad/Nieuws-2019/Maart/Kantoor-Eurotower-wordt-omgevormd-tot-81-appartementen.html



There is currently interest in transforming the former police station, 
and whilst the Powerhouse Company has researched and analysed 
the Smedinghuis, their proposal varies greatly to my own. In my 
investigation, I attempt to hone in to the architectural qualities 
that make the building recognisable and make a new design 
whilst maintaining these, but also whilst adding something new, 
distinguished, and warm. All while keeping sustainability and 
integrated building technology design at the core of the intervention. 
The defining point in my research is the cultural value assessment, 
which is more often applied to older works of heritage and creates 
an interesting result when applied to this so-called “new” heritage.

Studie naar de transformatie van het voormalig Politiebureau naar woongebouw. (2017, September).
Rotterdam: PowerHouse Company.





A p p e n d i x



Zuiderzeewerken, 
1890-1900, by AA. 
Beekman
 Retrieved from: 
https://www.geheu-
genvannederland.
nl/nl/geheugen/
view?coll=ng-
vn&identifier=ZZ-
M01%3A022207



Building age and phases 
of development, Own 
Image 2018, Based on:
Geurts, A. (1993a). Won-
ingbouw in Flevoland: 
De rijkswoningbouw-
stichtingen in Lelystad, 
Almere en Zeewolde 
(1972-1992). Zutphen: 
Walburg Pers.
Geurts, A. J. (1995). Le-
lystad: Stedebouwkun-
dige ontwikkeling en 
vormgeving. Lelystad: 
Stichting Uitgeverij de 
Twaalfde Provincie. 
Gemeente Lelystad. 
(n.d.). GIS Viewer. 
Retrieved October 5, 
2018, from https://gis.
lelystad.nl/gisviewer/
viewer.do?appCode=-
205caa919c16537929e-
c2cb086d03dae&-
forceViewer=true&cm-
sPageld=1



Van Eesteren’s concept for Lelystad’s elevated infrastructure
Eesteren, C. V. (1964). Stedenbouwkundig Plan voor Lelystad (Driemaandelijks Bericht Zuiderzeewerken). Zwolle: Drukkerij Van der Worp. 
29.

V a n  E e s t e r e n ’ s  E l e v a t e d  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
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S m e d i n g h u i s ’ s  E l e v a t e d  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e


