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R e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n 
r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e s i g n

The  arch i tectura l  research  i s  not  the  same 
as  a  researcher  do ing  a  formal  research 
wi th  the  a im of  produc ing  a  sc ient i f i c  re -
search  report .  The  a im in  the  arch i tectura l 
research  i s  to  des ign  a  phys ica l  so lut ion  for 
a  spec i f i c  prob lem.  The  des ign ,  in  th i s  case 
an  apartment  bu i ld ing  wi th  micro-un i t s ,  i s 
a  resu l t  that  i s  shaped by  so  many  d i f fer-
ent  factors  that  i t  i s  imposs ib le  to  ca l l  the 
des ign  a  pure ly  sc ient i f i c  des ign .  The  a im 
of  sc ient i f i c  research  i s  to  come up  wi th 
one  conc lus ive  answer.  In  arch i tecture  and 
many  other  des ign  re lated  profess ions  the 
end  resu l t s  w i l l  a lways  var y.  Wi th  arch i tec-
tura l  compet i t ions  for  example ,  not  one  de-
s ign  wi l l  be  the  same.  Th i s  i s  because  there 
i s  not  one  answer  to  the  quest ion .  Yet  th i s 
doesn ’ t  mean  that  an  arch i tect  just  random-
ly  comes  up  wi th  an  idea ,  o f ten  there  i s  a 
lo t  o f  research  that  have  shaped the  des ign 
which  for  an  outs ider  may  not  be  d i rect ly 
apparent ,  but  the  per formance  and  qua l i ty 
o f  the  bu i ld ing  wi l l  l a rge ly  depend on  the 
accuracy  o f  th i s  research .  Th i s  report  pro-
v ides  a  short  ref lect ion  on  the  research  car-
r ied  out  dur ing  the  Graduat ion  Track .

There  i s  a  st rong  re lat ion  between research 
and  des ign .  The  act  o f  research  i s  to  gather 
in format ion  and  that  in format ion  t rans lates 
into  des ign  dec i s ions .  Some aspects  re -
qu i re  la rge  amounts  o f  research  l i ke  the  re-
search  on  the  main  theme and  the  v i s ion  on 
the  way  we l i ve  in  c i t ies .  A l l  th i s  research 
he lped  to  scope  the  f ramework  for  the  de-
s ign  o f  a  bu i ld ing .  Later  on ,  there  has  been 
researches  to  understand  the  need  of  the 
target  group  and  the i r  needs ,  wh ich  led  to 
a  research  in  determin ing  a  su i tab le  con-
cept  in  which  to  house  th i s  target  group. 
When that  was  determined,  the  research 
on  how to  implement  these  aspects  into  a 
bu i ld ing  wi th  the  g iven  env i ronment ,  loca-

t ion  and  p lot .  Most  o f  the  research  thus  far 
have  been  l i terature  research ,  but  a f ter-
wards  the  research  i s  more  go ing  towards 
research  that  would  be  cons idered  ‘ less 
sc ient i f i c ’.   I t  i s  research  in  the  mass ing  o f 
the  bu i ld ing  which  i s  much  more  qua l i tat i ve 
research  where  i t  i s  up  to  the  eye  o f  the 
des igner  to  make  a  dec i s ion  in  which  the 
var ious  aspects  are  coming  together  best 
inc lud ing  the  esthet ica l  aspect  in  re lat ion 
to  the  techn ica l  aspect .

One  of  the  researches  was  a  precedent 
study  in  which  ex i st ing  bu i ld ings  are  case 
stud ies .  Bod ies  o f  knowledge  that  are  gath-
ered  f rom which  the  des igner  can  tap .  In 
the  case  o f  th i s  g raduat ion  t rack  the  r ight 
precedent  cou ldn ’ t  be  wide ly  found,  and 
the  few that  are  around were  not  ab le  to 
prov ide  me wi th  any  f loorp lans .  That  i s  why 
the  approach  changed.  Instead  of  tapp ing 
f rom one  typo logy,  I  searched  s imi la r  ty-
po log ies ,  but  a l so  looked  at  d i f ferent  par ts , 
l i ke  micro-apartments ,  separate ly.  Th i s  way 
o f  do ing  research  turned  out  to  w iden  the 
scope  of  look ing  at  poss ib le  so lut ions .  In -
stead  of  on ly  look ing  at  dwel l ing  pro jects , 
I  d i scovered  a  great  amount  o f  in format ion 
f rom ana lyz ing  hote l s .  Hote l s  a re  dea l ing 
wi th  smal l ,  o f ten  one  room hote l  rooms in 
which  they  encounter  the  same i s sues  wi th 
facades  and  day l ight  as  I  was  fac ing .  Look-
ing  back  and  hav ing  focused  on  on ly  four 
precedents  o f  th i s  typo logy  would  have 
made  me less  c reat ive  I  suppose ,  so  some-
t imes  widen ing  the  scope  and  exper iment-
ing  works  we l l  to  come up  wi th  more  c re -
at ive  so lut ions .

One  other  ver y  interest ing  research  was  the 
study  into  typo log ies  and  dens i f i cat ion .  I t 
was  the  search  on  how to  use  the  p lot  in  the 
most  opt ima l  way.  A  quest ion  that  i s  hard ly 
answerab le  and  can  on ly  be  answered  by  a 
qua l i tat i ve  research .  I t  was  a  research  that 
evo lved  over  t ime and  became a  too l .  In i -
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t ia l l y  I  wanted  to  test  d i f ferent  typo log ies 
and  g ive  them va lues  to  make  for  a  good 
compar i son .  However,  I  qu ick ly  found out 
that  the  var iab le  o f  locat ion  and  surround-
ings  was  c reat ing  too  la rge  d i f ference  to 
make  a  log ica l  compar i son ,  so  instead  I 
p laced  the  typo log ies  on  the  pro ject  s i te . 
Th i s  so lved  the  i s sues  o f  h igh  var iab les 
and  made the  research  more  spec i f i c  to -
wards  the  pro ject  i t se l f.  A f ter  do ing  th i s  re -
search  there  was  another  step  in  t r y ing  to 
become more  spec i f i c  and  that  was  to  do 
des ign  stud ies .  Because  o f  the  odd  shape 
of  the  locat ion ,  somet imes  i t  would  work 
to  opt imize  the  des ign  s l i ght ly  or  to  des ign 
des igns  to  f i t  the  locat ion .  Th i s  e l iminated 
another  var iab le  o f  cer ta in  typo log ies  not 
scor ing  we l l  because  they  are  more  spec i f i c 
to  f i t  on  the  locat ion .  Be ing  in  that  p lace 
posed  the  nex t  prob lem of  how to  inter-
pret  the  f igures .  Th i s  was  so lved  by  add ing 
a  f rame of  reference  f rom urban  lay-outs . 
Th i s  made  compar i sons  much  eas ier,  yet 
these  were  not  one  to  one  comparab le ,  so  I 
t rans lated  one  scheme that  was  re levant  to 
the  p lot  too  and  not iced  how far  va lues  l i ke 
the  GS I  would  jump down.  Putt ing  the  urban 
schemes  nex t  to  the  va lues  o f  the  stud ies 
does  he lp ,  but  the  re levance  i s  a  b i t  weak 
as  urban  contex ts  inc lude  roads  and  on  the 
p lot  there  would  be  paths ,  but  l i t t le .  Yet 
the  stud ies  on  the  p lot  were  re levant  and 
the  urban  schemes  gave  mater ia l  to  study 
and  compare  and  come up  wi th  so lut ions . 
Th i s  led  to  another  evo lut ion  in  the  process 
in  which  there  were  more  ta i lored  stud ies 
and  those  were  des ign  stud ies  that  cou ld 
lead  to  an  eventua l l y  concept  for  mass ing . 
An  example  was  an  exerc i se  to  des ign  wi th 
a  spec i f i c  typo logy  on  your  pro ject  locat ion . 
Automat ica l l y  th i s  des ign  became sub ject  to 
assessment .  In  th i s  stage  there  was  another 
var iab le  that  had  to  be  e l iminated ,  wh ich 
was  that  o f  f i t t ing  on  the  locat ion  in  the 
r ight  const ra ins  in  which  i t  was  not  too  in -
t rus ive  to  surroundings .  The  b ig gest  danger 

o f  a l l  th i s  study  was  a l so  a  t rap .  My  bu i ld-
ing  mass  between the  P2  and  P3  was  a  ver y 
much  opt imized  mass ing  but  touch ing  on 
the  l imi ts  to  the  surroundings .  Eventua l l y 
th i s  turned  out  to  be  too  much  and  needed 
to  be  downsca led .  A l so,  th i s  way  o f  mass ing 
br ings  sharp  conceptua l  des igns  and  esthet-
i ca l  va lues  in  danger  o f  be ing  downsca led 
over  mathemat ica l  va lues  l i ke  the  GS I  and 
FS I .  Th i s  turned  out  to  be  t rue  and  let  to  a 
huge  set  back  af ter  the  P3 .  The  conc lus ion 
i s  that  i t ’s  been  a  ver y  good research .  There 
are  too  many  var iab les  and  that  i s  why  i t  i s 
important  to  in  one  stage  draw a  conc lus ion 
and  then  end  the  research .  I  w i l l  eva luate 
the  f ina l  des ign ,  and  apart  f rom the  h ig gest 
va lue  o f  GS I  i t  does  not  have  the  h ighest 
FS I  va lue  and  that  doesn ’ t  matter,  because 
what  you  cannot  see  f rom the  graph  i s  the 
va lue  that  the  d i f ferent  des igns  ho ld .  So 
the  lessons  l i ve  on .  I  am a l so  happy  to  have 
t r ied  the  ex t reme and  be ing  ab le  to  rea l i ze 
over  400  dwel l ings  on  the  locat ion .  How-
ever,  go ing  for  qua l i ty  and  an  overa l l  good 
concept  then  that  number  goes  down too 
about  240  dwel l ings . 

L i ke  the  ear l ie r  example  there  are  many  oth-
er  o f  these  k inds  o f  researches  that  sor t  o f 
evo lve  and  l i ve  on ,  wh i le  somet imes  d i f fer-
ent  researches  merge  together  and  others 
d ie  out  soon  and  fade  to  the  background for 
not  be ing  re levant  enough.  Some research-
es  l i ke  the  ex tens ive  research  on  f i re  safety 
been  one  of  prob lem so lv ing .  Instead  oth-
ers  been  there  to  search  opportun i t ies .  So 
to  come back  to  the  beg inn ing  arch i tectura l 
research  can  be  formal ,  but  for  the  des ign 
on  a  bu i ld ing  to  me i t  i s  much  more  infor-
mal  w i th  a  co l lect ion  o f  l a rger  and  smal ler 
researches  be ing  conducted .  Yet  a rch i tec -
ture  and  research  are  inseparab le  for  me 
and  the  research  I  d id  has  a  d i rect  l inkage 
to  most  o f  the  par ts  o f  the  des ign  in  which 
noth ing  i s  acc identa l .
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R e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n 
t h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t h e 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n

The  research  that  i s  conducted  connects 
in  mul t ip le  leve l s  o f  the  MSc  Arch i tecture , 
Urban ism and  Bu i ld ing  Sc iences .  The  mas-
ter  program compr i ses  a l so  Urban ism and 
Bu i ld ing  Sc iences .  A l though  these  t racks  fo -
cus  on  d i f ferent  aspects  more ,  the  gradua-
t ion  pro ject  can ’ t  work  wi thout  these  f ie lds 
as  we l l .  The  research  car r ied  out  about  the 
compact  c i ty  i s  ver y  much  a  ph i losophy 
wi th in  the  f ie ld  o f  Urban ism.  Yet  some of 
the  pr inc ip les  have  been  eventua l l y  inte-
grated  wi th in  the  arch i tectura l  des ign  o f 
one  s ing le  bu i ld ing .

With in  the  master  t rack  o f  a rch i tecture ,  the 
research  on  how to  dens i f y  and  use  p lots  o f 
l and  as  eff i c ient  as  poss ib le  are  interest ing 
for  a l l  f ie lds  w i th in  the  f ie ld  o f  a rch i tecture . 
Bu i ld ing  on  inf i l l  a reas  and  how to  dea l  w i th 
these  p laces  i s  a  f ie ld  that  exceeds  just  the 
f ie ld  o f  dwel l ing .  What  I  have  exper ienced 
dur ing  the  des ign  process  i s  that  when you 
would  des ign  an  o ff i ce ,  wh ich  i s  fa r  more 
f lex ib le  to  des ign  compared  to  a  dwel l ing 
pro ject ,  the  methods  wi l l  var y.   However, 
for  d i f ferent  dwel l ing  pro jects  dea l ing  wi th 
the  surroundings  on  an  inf i l l  locat ion  wi l l 
be  s imi la r.

Zooming  in  fur ther  to  the  stud io  top ic  the 
connect ion  wi l l  be  ver y  c lear.  Those  who 
watched  the  news  can ’ t  have  missed  that 
The  Nether lands  i s  st rug g l ing  wi th  the 
hous ing  market .  There  i s  a  l a rge  shortage 
of  dwel l ings ,  espec ia l l y  for  g roups  wi th  low-
er  incomes  and  star ters .  Hous ing  pr i ces  are 
booming  mak ing  the  top ic  o f  dwel l ing  ver y 
re levant .  The  stud io ’s  ma in  emphas i s  ac -
cord ing  to  the  Graduat ion  Manua l  a re  f lex i -
b i l i t y,  t ransformat ion ,  h igh  dens i ty  bu i ld ing 
schemes  and  susta inab i l i t y.  A l l  these  top ics 
can  be  found back  in  the  research  conduct-
ed .  The  bu i ld ing  i s  a iming  at  a  target  group 
for  who i t  i s  now ver y  hard  to  f ind  afford-

ab le  hous ing .  I t  i s  a  g roup  that  prefers  to 
l i ve  near  the  c i ty  centre  because  o f  the i r 
l i festy le .  The  focus  has  been  towards  dens i -
ty  and  stud ies  have  been  done  to  research  in 
which  way  the  s i te  that  i s  t ransformed can 
be  used  as  eff i c ient ly  as  poss ib le .  Another 
important  aspect  i s  f lex ib i l i t y,  as  the  main 
st ructure  o f  a  bu i ld ing  o f ten  last  longer 
than  the  rest  o f  i t .  Look  at  the  cana l  hous-
es  o f  Amsterdam.  A  lo t  o f  them have  seen 
many  t ransformat ions  over  the  t ime and  are 
even  today  h igh ly  att ract ive .  Susta inab i l i t y 
in  ever y  o f  my  pro jects  have  been  ver y  im-
portant  and  the  way  the  bu i ld ing  works  i s 
ver y  susta inab le .  The  way  the  dwel l ings  are 
shaped  wi th  min imal  un i t  s i zes  means  that 
the  f i rst  step  o f  the  ‘ Tr ias  Energet ica ’  has 
been  reduced.  Not  on ly  in  way  o f  energy 
consumpt ion ,  but  a l so  in  bu i ld ing  mater i -
a l s  that  are  gett ing  scarce .  Through  ever y 
stage  wi th in  the  wide  profess ion  o f  Arch i -
tecture  there  are  l inks  to  other  spec ia l i za -
t ions ,  however  the  pr imar y  focus  c lear ly  i s 
towards  the  search  o f  f ind ing  so lut ions  for 
the  hous ing  needs  o f  today  and  the  c i t ies  o f 
tomorrow

S c i e n t i f i c  r e l e v a n c e  a n d 
t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 

r e s e a r c h

The  research  i s  on  many  f ie lds  t ransferab le . 
Many  of  the  aspects  researched  are  re le -
vant  to  the  current  i s sues  in  the  f ie ld  o f 
Dutch  Dwel l ing .  Amsterdam and  many  oth-
er  c i t ies  a re  growing  because  many  peop le 
choose  to  l i ve  in  the  c i ty.  C i t ies  have  ex-
panded dramat ica l l y  over  the  last  hundred 
years  and  many  c i t ies  l i ke  Amsterdam are 
gett ing  short  on  space  to  expand.  Amster-
dam i s  touch ing  the  borders  o f  the  munic -
ipa l i ty  and  must  grow through  bu i ld ing  on 
inf i l l  locat ions .  Current ly  there  are  a  lo t 
o f  t ransformat ions  o f  former  harbor  areas , 
but  these  are  a l so  l imi ted .  The  future  a im 
i s  therefore  on  intens i f i cat ion  and  dens i f i -
cat ion  o f  the  c i ty.  Most  o f  the  denser  c i t ies 
a re  fac ing  a  lo t  o f  i s sues  because  o f  poor ly 
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executed  dens i ty  st rateg ies .  Through  the  re-
search  I  have  learned  that  th i s  f ie ld  i s  ver y 
complex .  Just  l i ke  in  arch i tecture  there  are 
many  factors  invo lved  in  c reat ing  so lut ions 
that  work  and  there  i s  not  enough  research 
or  good  understand ing  on  how to  do  th i s . 
The  research  done  i s  a  good  step  in  c reat ing 
better  c i t ies  and  dea l s  w i th  one  of  the  main 
i s sue ’s  c i t ies  w i l l  have  to  dea l  w i th  in  the 
coming  decades . 

A lso,  I  have been doing research at  a l terna-
t ive  ways  of  l iv ing  in  dwel l ings .  The last  hun-
dred years  we have started to  enjoy  l iv ing 
in  very  large houses  and enjoy ing the luxury 
of  hav ing speci f ic  rooms for  spec i f ic  purpos-
es .  This  i s  however  not  very  eff ic ient .  Espe-
c ia l ly  when the square meter  pr ices  are  get-
t ing  h igh.  I  be l ieve that  in  the future we wi l l 
spend more attent ion to  our  inter iors .  What 
a lways  wondered me is  that  the car  indus-
try  manages  to  se l l  cars  with  very  h igh stan-
dard inter iors ,  but  in  our  houses  the level 
of  integrat ion of  d i fferent  th ings  lacks .  We 
col lect  separate  furni ture  that  can do only 
one th ing and needs i ts  own space.  L iv ing 
smal ler  a l lows to  spend the saved money on 
smart  inter ior  spaces.  Beds  that  can fo ld  in 
and out  f rom the wal l  for  example or  tables 
that  can extend when there are  guests .  This 
k ind of  f lex ib i l i ty  together  with  good inte-
grated storage makes  l iv ing  in  smal ler  spac-
es  much more comfortably.  The current  de-
mographic  t rends  are  that  young adults  wi l l 
be  l iv ing  longer  on their  own or  as  a  couple 
longer  without  chi ldren.  The f lex ib le  inter i -
ors  of  micro-units  have been shown a  very 
effect ive  way to  l ive  more compact .  For  fam-
i l ies  with  chi ldren there are  a lso  good op-
portunit ies ,  but  th is  group is  much harder 
to  house in  micro-units  as  there are  a  lot  of 
rout ines  mix ing together  whereas  in  a  one- 
or  two-persons  household th is  i s  much less .  
A l l  th is  informat ion that  i s  gathered from 
researching micro-units ,  space sav ing so lu-
t ions  and f lex ib le ,  mult ipurpose furni ture  i s 
prec ious  knowledge that  can eas i ly  f ind i ts 
way into future projects .

The  research  done  about  dens i ty  and  us ing 
a  p lot  in  the  most  eff i c ient  way  has  taught  a 
lo t  about  how d i f ferent  typo log ies  per form 
on  a  locat ion .  I t  has  taught  me a  lo t  about 
how to  use  too ls  l i ke  the  FS I ,  GS I  and  OSR 
to  assess  d i f ferent  so lut ions .  Th i s  i s  a  meth-
od  that  w i l l  be  eas i l y  t ransferab le  to  future 
pro jects  as  we l l .  The  knowledge  ga ined  for 
assess ing  d i f ferent  urban  lay-outs  w i th in 
th i s  study  a l so  taught  me a  lo t .  The  o lder 
c i ty  centers  are  so  dense  because  o f  the 
h igh  GS I  rates  that  they  can  ach ieve .  Th i s 
i s  o f ten  why  the  dens i ty  can  be  so  h igh ,  but 
w i thout  hav ing  to  bu i ld  h igh- r i se  bu i ld ings . 
H ighr i se  i s  o f ten  not  the  best  cho ice  for 
c reat ing  h igh  qua l i ty  l i v ing  env i ronments . 
Wi th in  the  research  I  have  been  look ing  too 
at  the  work  o f  Jan  Geh l  and  l i s ten ing  to  h i s 
research  made  me understand  a  lo t  o f  the 
post-wat  arch i tecture  better  and  a l l  these 
stud ies  and  research  add  a  lo t  to  bu i ld ing 
up  a  better  base  o f  knowledge  that  w i l l  be 
re levant  in  a  lo t  o f  d i f ferent  s i tuat ions  in 
the  future .  So  apart  f rom the  persona l  ga ins 
o f  the  research  there  i s  a  ver y  re levant  and 
important  i s sue  the  research  addresses 
that  i s  a ffect ing  a  la rge  port ion  o f  humans 
around the  wor ld .  Be ing  spec ia l i zed  in  c re-
at ing  good  c i t ies  and  be ing  ab le  to  f i l l  the 
gap  in  knowledge  that  has  been  ident i f ied 
in  th i s  research  wi l l  be  ver y  va luab le .

E t h i c a l  i s s u e s  a n d  d i l e m m a s 
d u r i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h

Arch i tects  have  an  important  ro le  des ign-
ing  bu i ld ings  in  which  peop le  spend a  s ig -
n i f i cant  amount  o f  t ime of  the i r  l i ves .  The 
eth ica l  i s sues  that  I  have  been  fac ing  has 
to  do  wi th  the  quest ion  i f  i t  i s  eth ica l  to 
prov ide  such  smal l  l i v ing  un i t s  for  peop le  to 
l i ve  in .  There  i s  a  hous ing  shortage ,  so  peo-
p le  w i l l  anyway  l i ve  in  these  houses ,  even 
i f  they  are  smal l .  I s  i t  eth ica l?  I  have  been 
do ing  research  to  the  target  group  and  that 
has  he lped  me to  determine  i f  the  min imal 
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space  i s  an  eth ica l  dec i s ion  and  my con-
c lus ion  i s  that  i t  i s  eth ica l  for  th i s  target 
group.  Precedents  show that  these  types 
o f  bu i ld ings  are  o f ten  spec i f i c  for  a  target 
group  and  there  i s  a  se lect ion  process  on 
for  example  age .  Th i s  ra i ses  another  eth ica l 
quest ion ;  can  you  se lect  on  a  spec i f i c  g roup 
of  peop le?  Aga in ,  my  own research  has 
shown that  i t  i s  not  the  per fect  s i tuat ion , 
but  that  i t  i s  eth ica l  because  o f  the  spe-
c i f i c  k ind  o f  dwel l ings  that  are  be ing  bu i l t 
and  just  l i ke  in  the  case  o f  e lder ly  hous ing 
i t  makes  sense  to  reser ve  them to  a  spe-
c i f i c  g roup.  The  other  reason  why  a  se lec-
t ion  o f  dwel l ings  i s  eth ica l  in  th i s  s i tuat ion 
i s  because  th i s  g roup  can  l i ve  so  compact , 
i t  a l lows  other  groups  to  l i ve  in  the  la rger 
dwel l ings  in  the  c i ty.  Young  Urban  Profes-
s iona l s  spend a  lo t  o f  t ime outs ide  o f  the i r 
dwel l ings  and  need  a  dwel l ing  that  i s  more 
o f  an  ex tens ion  of  the  c i ty  then  that  i t  i s 
a  separate  un i t .  Young  Urban  Profess iona l s 
need  more  contact  w i th  l i ke -minded peop le 
so  communal  spaces  matter  more .  For  these 
spaces  to  work  i t  i s  important  to  have  l i ke -
minded  peop le  as  we l l .  A l l  together  i t  makes 
that  the  concept  o f  YPL  (Young  Profess ion-
a l  L i v ing)  w i th  the  micro-un i t s  i s  eth ica l l y 
just i f ied .  Leav ing  out  the  communal  spaces 
and  const ruct ing  the  bu i ld ing  in  the  mid-
d le  o f  f ie lds  w i l l  not  work .  Then  peop le  fee l 
t rapped in  smal l  spaces ,  so  there  i s  a  f ine 
ba lance  in  the  des ign  and  you  shou ld  not 
judge  the  des ign-concept  separate  f rom the 
contex ts  in  which  i t  s i t s .

C o n c l u s i o n

S o,  a l l  t h e s e  va r i o u s  re s e a rc h e s  h ave  ta u g ht 
m e  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s .  I t  i s  h a rd  to  d e s c r i b e  a l l 
t h e  s m a l l  t h i n g s  i n  a  s h o r t  re f l e c t i o n  wo r k . 
A rc h i te c t u ra l  re s e a rc h  i s  s o  m u l t i d i m e n -
s i o n a l  t h at  yo u  ca n n o t  co m p a re  i t  w i t h  a 
re s e a rc h  t h at  j u st  h a s  a  fe w  re s e a rc h  q u e s -
t i o n s ,  a  m e t h o d o l o g y,  e tc .  A rc h i te c t u re 

i s  ve r y  m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n a r y  a n d  t h at  m e a n s 
t h at  re s e a rc h e s  f ro m  d i f fe re nt  f i e l d s  co m e 
to ge t h e r  a n d  at  c e r ta i n  t i m e s  t h e  a rc h i te c t 
i s  m o re  l i ke  a  co m p o s e r.  Tr y i n g  to  b r i n g  a l l 
t h e  i n fo r m at i o n  to ge t h e r  i n to  s o m e t h i n g 
t h at  wo r ks  o u t  t h e  b e st .  T h e  re s e a rc h  i s 
a d d re s s i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m o re  re l e va nt  i s s u e s 
r i g ht  n o w,  n o t  j u st  n at i o n a l l y,  b u t  to wa rd s 
a  g l o b a l  s co p e .  C o m p a c t  C i t i e s  i n  t h e  r i g ht 
e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  m e a n i n g  i s  t h e  m o st  s u s -
ta i n a b l e  way  o f  l i v i n g ,  s o  m u c h  e ve n  t h at 
a  u n i n s u l ate d  d we l l i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y  h a s  a 
l o we r  CO 2  fo o t p r i nt  t h e n  t h e  b e st  e n e rg y 
s u sta i n a b l e  d we l l i n g  o u t s i d e  i n  t h e  co u n -
t r ys i d e .  W h i c h  h a s  to  d o  w i t h  a n  o ve ra l l 
p rox i m i t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c i e s .  T h i s  re s e a rc h 
l i n k i n g  o n  d i f fe re nt  l e ve l s  w i t h  t h e  e d u ca -
t i o n  o ve ra l l .  I t  i n c l u d e s  U r b a n i s m  a s  we l l 
a s  B u i l d i n g  Te c h n o l o g y  q u e st i o n s .  O n  t h e 
s t u d i o  l e ve l  i t  m e e t s  a l l  t h e  t h e m e  wo rd s 
p ro v i d e d .  T h e  d e s i g n  i s  e t h i ca l  t h ro u g h  a 
b a l a n c e  o f  co m p ro m i s e s  ve rs u s  ga i n s  a n d 
t h e  i m p o r ta n c e  o f  va r i o u s  a s p e c t s  to wa rd s 
t h e  l i fe s t y l e  o f  t h e  ta rge t  g ro u p .  W h i c h  a re 
ve r y  s p e c i f i c .  B u t  a l s o  l e av i n g  e n o u g h  ro o m 
fo r  f l ex i b i l i t y  to  d e a l  w i t h  f u t u re  c h a n ge s . 
I t  i s  a  re s e a rc h  t h at  ca n  e a s i l y  b e  ex p a n d e d 
a n d  t ra n s fe r re d . 

T h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  my  g ra d u at i o n  t ra c k  w i l l 
b e  a b o u t  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  m a k-
i n g  e ve r y t h i n g  m o re  p re s e nta b l e .  I t  w i l l  b e 
a b o u t  m a k i n g  s o m e  s m a l l  co s m e t i c  c h a n g -
e s  a n d  wo r k i n g  o n  a ny  p o te nt i a l  fe e d b a c k 
I  m ay  re c e i ve  f ro m  t h e  P 4  p re s e ntat i o n . 
Eve r y t h i n g  i s  re a d y,  b u t  t h e  a i m  h a s  b e e n 
o n  t h e  te c h n i ca l l y  ge tt i n g  t h i n g s  re a d y  a n d 
t h e  n ex t  s i x  we e ks  ( my  C h r i s t m a s  h o l i d ays 
w i l l  b e  i n  Fe b r u a r y )  w i l l  b e  s p e n d  o n  m a k-
i n g  i t  p re s e nta b l e  a n d  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  d e s i g n 
a s  g o o d  a s  p o s s i b l e  to wa rd s  t h e  t u to rs  a n d 
a ny  p o te nt i a l  a u d i e n c e . 


