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The Collective Journal

The collection of 22 semi-structured interviews supports the process of design,
simulating a form of collective design. This method links the process of design
with the project problem statement and case study: how to design a spatially
fragmented territory in the context of a fragmented Eastern European society.
The current diagnosis could lead in time to the synchronised disappearance
of ecological patches and rural communities , supporting at the same time
the ecological and cultural degradation of the city. The method seeks to build
upon small scale, yet powerful existing links traced by people’s actions, and
activities around the territory. The people selected for the interviews are actors
which create links between the three territories (city-rural-natural) through
their actions.

The same interview was used to investigate people’s stories and perception
about the urban, rural and natural territories around Dolj County. The structure
of the interview tests the possibility of an ecological continuity between
urban, rural and natural systems at a larger territorial scale, mainly indicating
the natural main structures as guiding backbones for a new development
framework. The interviews support the construction of the proposed design
framework, by scaffolding small scale stories and creating the condition for a
cultural and ecological continuity in time.

Each interview is visualised and processed into maps and sketches. The
interviews are used as a tool to explore and understand the territory through
local perspectives, sometimes being put in the designer position. Finally, all
the local actors’ visions and stories are overlapped, revealing how the territory
is perceived and lived in. On the one hand, types of places and trajectories
are highlighted on the map and on the other hand, the method contours a
collective design product, with conflicting or similar visions of individualistic
characters that would never interact, due to the post-communist past or
present political circumstances.

The final product of this method is a simulated collective design, visualised
through maps and sketches. The outcome is critically used for the design of a
territorial framework of development in Dolj county. Even though the general
method and the vision are build around a highly relevant topic at European
scale, the Eastern European context adds more constraints and particularities
in terms of public-private matters and collective design. This method is both
an analytical and a design step.
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Character type

The journalist

The historian

The ecologist

The architect

The urbanist

The wine expert

The agriculture expert
Natura 2000

The heritage explorers (1)
The heritage explorers (2)
The antrepreneur artist

The writer

The bikers (1)

The bikers (2)

The city gardener

The fishermen (1)

The fishermen (2)

The new villagers

The weekend commuters (1)
The weekend commuters (2)
The weekend commuters (3)

The artist

Name

Stefan Voinea

Prof. Stefan Barsanescu
Mirela Ridiche

Bogdan Tiparu

Radu lonescu

Mirela Vladu

Prof. Marius Vladu

Emilia Florea

Mihai Popescu_Lost Monuments

Dragos Andreescu_Lost Monuments

Vlad Dragulescu
Marius Dobrin

Tavi Harega
Dumitru Purcaru_Oltenia Bike
Lila lonescu

Nicu Staicu

Nini Nitu

Dan Cherciu

Virgia Mateescu
Loredana Mateescu
Elena Baran

Valentin Boiangiu

Age

33
79
42
42
62
43
48
43
32,36
48
35
57
26
42
63
64
32
55

60,27

49

45
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[O]  journalist X X X X X X X X X X X X
Tr historian X X X X X X X X X X X X X
A~~~ ecologist X X X X X X X
5>  architect X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X
s T wine expert X X X X X X
S / agriculture expert X X X X X X X
@ Nawra2o00 1 X X X X X X X X X
@\ heritage explorers 1 X X X X X X X X X X
2 X X X X X X X X X X
(5 artist X X X X X X X X X X X X
@ [°]  artistantrepeneur X X X X X X X X
(0] writer X X X X X bd
Ay extreme ity biker 1 X X X X X X X X
biker 2 | X X X X X X X X
/m city gardener X X X X X X X X X X
>4 fisherman X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X
() newvillagers X X X X X X X X X X
el weekendcommumters) X X X X X X X X X x x x
e young - visiting family | 3¢ X X X X X X X X X X X X
e family and job X X X x x X X X X X

Table centralising the problems identified by the interviewees:
-Drosscapes (waste, wasted and wasteful places)

- Car aglomeration

- inacessibility for horse-drawn carts and bikes

- lack of jobs

- no recreation p]%lCCS
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X X
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X X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X X X
Problem intensity according to the votes @ .



Map of meaningful places

Map of meaningful routes and places
as describerd by the interviewees: liked
places (red), disliked (green).







Too many cars, no bike path

The park is the most attractive point of the city

City life pushes the citizens to search refuge in gardening
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Spots with water are always attractive

High point offering views on the landscape

The city longs for the idyllic forest



Talks with Experts
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The Designer's Site Trips



The Designer’s Site Trips

The site visits are a complementary method to the interviews. It completes
the territorial journal with on-site observation, explorations and talks with
locals. The trips were recorded with photos, films, sketches and gps trackers.
The scope was to understand the existing trends, habitual and spatial patterns
by experiencing the site. Several trips happened in autumn, winter and spring
seasons, following 10 to 150 km loops starting and ending in Craiova city. The
trips combined car mobility with walks. Even though indicated as mobility
options, both biking or public transport seemed not feasible, because of the
bad connections, lack of information or insecurity feeling.

Both interviews and site trip methods are used for the scaffolding of a territorial
development framework using the existing social and morphological patterns
on site as resources for the new strategy. These method do not stand alone, but
together with quantitative methods such as statistics, EU reports, scientific
literature, GIS and Space Syntax mapping and calculations.



The Collective Journal
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> Connection to other stories

The motocyclist Eta Motocicleta 37
The horse rider Cristina 28
The Europe bike tourist 47

The bikers

A fast day on the Danube bike
trail — Calafat to Corabia

A great biking day especially with &

gale force wind pushing me slang,

poor old boys caming the other
g their bikes. | did

the 00 miles at sn suerage speed

day wers walki

of 15mph. Mot bad for a loaded up
touring bike ridden by s 86 year
old @

Today makes i that | have now

cycled 2,622 miles since leaving

Cambridge 77
completed about 87% of The

days ago. I've now

Danube having ridden 2,472km of it in 24 g days.

Taday was on good roads with heavy traffic in only & few places, puzziements todsy

are

Why when a big truck is passing me does it seem there is always another truck

coming in the opposite direction

Why do Romainians cross the road diaganally without looking.
Why do kids think i

giva me & high five. Making me swerve

great to rush scross the road 1o say halio and try and

‘Why does the character of the horse follow it's owner.

Why don't shops (megazins) sell chocolste, nuts etc or small bakery items.

Why do they go just outside the vilage imit to dump &l their detrious especially
plastic battles.
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