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Personal information

Name

Stephany Knize

Student number 5045320

Studio |

Name / Theme Explore Lab

Main mentor Nelson Mota Architecture and Dwelling

Second mentor Aleksandar Stanici¢ Methods of Analysis and Imagination

Argumentation of choice of
the studio

My motivation to join Explore Lab was centred on the flexibility to
approach a very specific topic in a specific urban context like Santa
Cruz. I wanted to be part of a studio that encourages students to
explore their personal fascination and develop their own projects
while in a collaborative and interdisciplinary environment.

Graduation project

Title of graduation project

| Urban Lounge: The Recovery of Social-Spatial Cohesion

Goal

Location:

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia.

The posed problem,

The historic city centre or so called “Casco Viejo” (old town) of Santa
Cruz continues to be a monumental space for its citizens, but it is no
longer a living element with value for use and social unity as it used
to be. This raised the idealistic notion of a society coming together
motivated by constructive architectural interventions that advocate
social encounters and free appropriation of space, particularly for
marginalized people. This research aims to address the interaction
between social behaviour and urban architectural interventions,
studying the notion of public spaces and how these are currently
utilized.

research questions and

How can patrimonial buildings and spaces in the Casco Viejo be
redefined to bring back social-spatial cohesion, and in what ways could
urban voids be restored to become more inclusive without
compromising traditional values and identities?

design assignment in which
these result.

The object of research are informal practices in vacant or ruined areas,
which will tackle a design series of small-scale clustering interventions
to re-adapt existing buildings or spaces for new uses. The project will
result as “pockets” of urban spaces or “cultural hubs” to encompass
the idea of an ‘Urban Lounge’, ultimately leading toward a conscious,
integrated, and restorative scheme that would enlighten existing
patrimonial buildings, promote social and cultural behaviours, and
celebrate the everyday life and the ordinary.
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Process

Method description

My first research method will consist of observations, analysing urban studies and social practices (both
as individual and community level). This must be done from experiencing spaces at eye level. Field
research will help me perceive spatial activities from a first-hand experience to collect data on current
practices and appropriation of space. This is a socially grounded more ethnographic research approach
with the aim of achieving a deep and lengthy immersion in the culture and lives of the locals, while
studying the notion of social space and observing different practices through different lenses. This part
of my research seeks to explore the complexity of both public space as a concept, its use and users, and
the management of public space as an aspiration and set of activities — primarily as informal practices.

As another part of my methodologies, I have categorized discussions (or a ‘recollection of opinions”) with
the goal that through formal interviews and informal conversations, across a variety of different positions
and different actors, there can be a knowledgeable interpretation of the use and meaning of spaces as
well as suggestions of different ways of adding new meanings to spaces. This is a qualitative research
method based on interaction through user perspective, and it is meant for citizens to participate and
bring their voice into the research itself.

To help record and synthesize my findings, the last method consists of creating visual interpretations
of otherwise invisible information through mapping. This is a socially grounded more ethnographic
research approach with the aim of achieving a deep and lengthy immersion in the culture and lives of
the locals, while studying the notion of social space and observing different practices through different
lenses. Mapping is usually a top-down analysis, which relies on an objective or etic view. What I
attempt to do instead is a type of mapping that results as an accurate ethnographic description from
an internal or emic perspective - a perspective that is immersed in social practices and behaviours.
This resulted as a psychogeography exploration, where social actions and spatial practices are
represented by drawing them together and making connections. That is, social-spatia/ mapping.
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Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if applicable), your
master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme (MSc AUBS)?

Throughout my time at TU Delft, I have discovered a philosophy that entails design as an
interdisciplinary and collective effort to respond to contemporary needs and future issues. I've
particularly gain interest in addressing societal and cultural issues that impact design — and inversely,
how design impacts people’s socio-spatial interaction as well. Therefore, I believe my graduation topic
will not just allow me to arrive to a research-based design solution for my own fascination project but
will also provide me further knowledge on a broader set of topics related to social and cultural
theories, as well as understanding effective research approaches and reflection strategies.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional, and scientific
framework?

Stimulated by social, cultural, and urban issues, part of the objective of this research is to investigate
new forms of cooperation, participation and actions that enhances unity within a community. There is
a socially grounded responsibility within this project which implies giving citizens a space that they
respect, feel identified by, and thus have a certain value for. ‘Urban Lounge’ will therefore be a
proposal based on participatory research that will have a direct impact on the city’s image and urban
form, ultimately leading toward a conscious, integrated, and restorative scheme that promotes social
and cultural behaviours, celebrate the everyday life and the ordinary.




