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Graduation Plan: All tracks 
The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments:
 
Personal information
Name Heini Wanders
Student number 1540483
Telephone number 06 42 77 93 94
Private e-mail address heiniwanders@gmail.com
 
Studio 
Name / Theme Heritage & Architecture
Teachers / tutors Job Roos, Frank Koopman
Argumentation of choice of the 
studio

Positive experience from the Bsc-6 and Msc-1 design studios at the (former) 
Rmit chair made me want to graduate here. The wide range of the design 
courses let me fully explore all the architectural and related topics, from 
urbanism to building technology and cultural history.

 
Graduation project 
Title of the graduation project The evolution of Amsterdam’s public domain & the ‘van Gendthallen’

Goal 
Location: Amsterdam, oostelijke eilanden
The posed problem, 
research questions “What can be the role of the van Gendthallen and its 

surroundings, concerning the evolving essence of the public 
domain of Amsterdam?” 

design assignment in which these result:
I want to address this topic by answering the following research and design topics:

1. Research what factors and influences underlie successful public domain. In order to answer this I 
have to address the essence of public space, public domain and successful public space and domain.
This topic will regard both theoretical and design strategies.

2. Research the current state of public space and domain of (the city center) of Amsterdam, and 
stating perspective for the future of the public.

3. Research on the morphology of the cultural values and sociological values of the site: ‘de van 
Gendthallen’.

4. Combine the previous three topics in a report and design proposal for the public space for 
Amsterdam integrated in de van Gendthallen.

Process 
Method description  
See previous section (design assignment)

Literature and general practical preference
Research methods: 
T de Jong: how to study and research arch. design (de Jong and van der Voordt 2002) 
Groat & Wang: arch research methods. (Groat and Wang 2013) 
H Zijlstra: analysing Buildings from Context to Detail (Zijlstra 2009) 
 
Public space and public domain: 
(Aymonino and Mosco 2006), (Bach et al. 1992, Banerjee 2001, Gehl 2011, Hajer and Reijndorp 2001, Jacobs 1961, Latour 
and Hermant 1998, Miller 2007, Mitchell 1995, Orvell and Meikle 2009, Rossi et al. 1982, Shohamy and Gorter 2008, Weng 
2013, Wu and Plantinga 2003, Ching 2010)  
 
Amsterdam (and public space): 
(Read and Lopes Gil 2012) 
(Meurs 2004) 
(Smook 1984) 
(Van der Toorn Vrijthoff 2011) 
(Scheffer 2011) 



Re-use of (post-)industrial heritage: 
(Loures 2015) 
(Loures et al. 2006) 
(Moshaver 2011) 
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Reflection
Relevance
The van Gendthallen and surroundings are located in the city center of Amsterdam, but its industrial character 
make the area rather subordinated when concerning the urban development of the island. Furthermore the role of 
the old inner city is changing; the former inner city does not fulfill the plural function tot the citizens it used to 
have. Instead it focusses more and more on the (unilateral) tourists and retail branches. The essence of the public 
domain in Amsterdam’s core is changing. In what directions, shapes, and positions is it changing towards? What 
can be the role of the van Gendthallen, and vice versa, what do the van Gendthallen have to offer to Amsterdam 
regarding this topic of changing public domain?
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