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open office trend







+ clear boundaries
+ less distractions / overstimulation
- little interaction
- less 'lively' environment



Arizona State University





+ lot of interaction
+ 'lively' environment
- lot of distractions (overstimulation)
- no clear function













no one-size-fits-all
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Orange Hall Studio Space

BK Library Canteen

Model Hall Stairs
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personality environment



p e r s o n a l i t y

m o r n i n g - e v e n i n g  p e r s o n  /  d i s t r a c t e d  /  b r e a k s  / 

t i m e  a t  t h e  f a c u l t y  /  c r e a t i v i t y  /  f o c u s

m e n t a l  d i s o r d e r  /  a g e  /  g e n d e r  /  c u r r e n t  m o o d

i n t r o v e r t e x t r a v e r t



c r e a t i v i t y  i s  s t i m u l a t e d  b y . . .f o c u s  i s  s t i m u l a t e d  b y . . .
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extravert external factors

internal factors

creativity

introvert



more stimulating / 
exciting

prefers to study 
@ BK

introvert

extravert



more pleasant/ 
comfortable

more stimulating / 
exciting

prefers to
study

more 
interaction



everyone perceives an 
environment differently

building should serve every user, instead 
of designing for the average person  



students build their workspace 
inside this gradation of stimuli

less stimuli 

more stimuli

building scale



workspace scale



design input

>  a c o u s t i c  i n s u l a t i o n

w a l l s ,  p a n e l s ,  t a b l e s

>  u s e  o f  l i g h t

m a x i m i s e  d a y l i g h t ,  l i m i t 

b l u e  l i g h t  a f t e r  5 / 6  p m

>  b e  a w a r e  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e

d i s t r a c t i n g  b u t  a l s o  d e s i r e d ;

f i n d  b a l a n c e

>  s p a c e s  w i t h  h i g h 

c e i l i n g s  i s  d e s i r e d  b y

 s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t i m u l a t e s 

c r e a t i v i t y

>  c a r e f u l  w i t h  c o l o u r s

t o o  b r i g h t  c a n  b e  d i s t r a c t i n g , 

w h i t e  i s  a  g o o d  b a s i s ,  y e l l o w 

c a n  s t i m u l a t e  c r e a t i v i t y

>  r o o m  o f  b o r e d o m

b o x ,  n o  i n t e r n e t ,  n o  d i s t r a c -

t i o n s ,  t o  s t i m u l a t e  f o c u s  a n d 

c r e a t i v i t y ,  a l s o  m e d i t a t i o n

>  s p a c e  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s

a d a p t a b l e  w a l l s / e l e m e n t s ?

>  s p a c e  f o r  i n t e r a c t i o n

s t i m u l a t e s  c r e a t i v i t y



design input

>  n i c e  b r e a k  s p o t s

b r e a k  e v e r y  1 . 5 h  f o r  r e c o v e r y , 

t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  s t i m u l a t e d

>  n a p p i n g  z o n e s

t a k i n g  a f t e r n o o n  n a p s  i s 

b e n e f i t i a l  f o r  p r o d u c t i v i t y

>  s t i m u l a t e  m o v e m e n t

g o o d  f o r  b r a i n ,  c r e a t i v i t y 

a n d  f o c u s ;  o u t s i d e  a n d 

w i t h i n  b u i l d i n g

>  s m a r t  b u i l d i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s

t o  s t i m u l a t e  u s e r  c o m f o r t
>  n a t u r e  /  c o u r t y a r d s

g o o d  f o r  f o c u s  &  c r e a t i v i t y

>  e x p o s i t i o n  s p a c e

f o r  c r e a t i v i t y

>  i n d i v i d u a l  w o r k s p a c e s

q u i e t  i f  d e s i r e d ,  b a s e d  o n  a 

p e r s o n ’ s  n e e d s ;  f l e x i b l e  / 

a d a p t a b l e  e l e m e n t s



>  o p e n e d  u p  ( w i n d o w s , 
o p e n i n g s ,  g l a s s )

>  c e i l i n g  > 3 m

>  c o o l e r  c o l o u r s

>  m e s s y  ( a r t w o r k s , 
d e c o r a t i o n s )

>  m o d e r a t e  n o i s e 
l e v e l

>  g e t t i n g  d e n s e r

>  w a r m e r  c o l o u r s

>  l e s s  n o i s e

design process

a b s t r a c t  /  c r e a t i v e

t h i n k i n g

m o r e  d e t a i l e d  t h i n k i n g

c o n c r e t e  /  d e t a i l e d

t h i n k i n g
>  d e n s e

>  s p a t i a l  b o u n d a r i e s

>  c l e a n  e n v i r o n m e n t

>  s i l e n c e

>  w a r m  c o l o u r s



various scales

campus masterplan
BK

design lab workspace



design lab

p r o g r a m :

>  i n d i v i d u a l  w o r k p l a c e s  ( ± 8 0 0 )

>  s p a c e  f o r  r e l a x a t i o n

>  n a t u r e

>  r o o m  o f  b o r e d o m

>  s p a c e  f o r  i n t e r a c t i o n

>  d e s i g n  s p a c e s  ( m o d e l s )  + 
w a s t e  d i s p o s a l


