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pit pazar, the biggest bazaar of macedonia, located in the end of main axis
authenticity, exposing the ‘real’ people and ‘real’ city story

multiformity, a wonderful labyrinthine box 
dynamic, change everyday, but the pattern of spatial narrative is frozen into the impressive spatial pattern

++ +

++ +

+

+

+

+

interstitial space, between the “old” town and the “new” infrastruture
street vendors, change through the day, people huatling, bargaining and arguing

backstreet, suddenly entering a mysterious place, mess but lively
space of vernacular, the language only known by the natives

+ +

+

+

+

+

+ +

+

+

++ +

++ +

+

+

+

+

entrance, transition from the modern city of kenzo tange to the memory of turk history 
bridge, physical borderland connecting front and back, up and down

stair, shifting in the vertical layer
underground, concealning a backside world without notification

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

opera house, the previous icon of skopje, the peak of after-earthquake reconstruction
loss, from frontside to backside, public space is invaded by the institutional power

reproduction, movement and new construction transform the enclosure of plaza  
trace, time and human activity drawing within the ground 

++

+

+

+

+

++

+

+

ruin, memorial and recorder of city agony of 1963 earthquake
ruin behind ruin, a new ruin behind the old ruin, one is showed, one is folded 

trace, clues of the demolished buidling 
reoccupation, shelter and treasure for the vagrant

A STRATIFIED URBAN LANDSCAPE | rituals within an ideal image | frontside and backside | SKOPJE | border condition & territory
 

FRONTSIDE

The frontside is an ideal image, which is constructed as a showplace to present the bourgeois ideology. The aesthetic of the landscape on the surface will be the strategy to unify the otherwise chaos 
caused by the construction of different periods. And build up an ideal cityscape .The frontside is an ideal image, which is constructed as a showplace to present the bourgeois ideology. The aesthetic 
of the landscape on the surface will be the strategy to unify the otherwise chaos caused by the construction of different periods. And build up an ideal cityscape .

BACKSIDE

Backside image shows a different scape that is defined by the calculated traces of the everyday rituals.  Because of the authenticity of the backside image, it is a real and special treasure to the city. 
However, no matter the easthetic value of old opera house and the progammatic value of traditional ritual is forgotten by more and more people. Like the rooftop of MOB, traditional turkish bath, 
folk dancing and annual epiphany.  

FRONTSIDE 
interfaceideal image ritual

[ PARK ]
subterranean

surface

 PUBLIC BATH

INSTITUTION

CITY CENTER OPERA

RIVER

PERFORMANCE TERRACE EXHIBITIONPATHWAYPLAZA VIEW SPOTS

CAFE

THERMAL BATH POOL OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL PLUNGE PLATFORMREST

MASSAGECHANGINGRECEPTION

OPERA BALLET ORCHESTRA FOLK DANCEOCCASIONAL CEREMONY

ANNUAL EPIPHANY PARK

BACKSIDE 

original plan horizontal spatial organization vertical spatial organization

move and stop

dominant line three grids from dominant lines trim the grids based on constrains parallel strips from grids !rst image formed by parallel strips

abstract language ( parallellism _ alternation) abstract language ( strati!cation)1970 masterplan of Skopje culture centre

+0.80

outdoor performance pathway old

+4.80

-3.00

1////  Extended Landscape

The rooftop landscape is extended from old opera house, 

which is becoming the a new plaza for people gathering, play-

ing, passig. The texture of the landscape like pathway will play 

a role on unifying the chaos of the context and revive the pub-

lic space behind the institutional building.

2////  Urban Terrace

The urban Terrace is conducted as a connection with the city. 

including the south of city center and the riverbank. The terre-

ces have different functions. Some is forming the perfomance 

space. Other is forming the outdoor small sunken square for 

sitting.

3////  Labyrinth

The parallel pathways are submerged into the underground 

by the bearing walls. With intertwining the parallel sapce. The 

undergound bath space is like a labyrinth. keeping you wan-

dering around.

4////  Submerged Waterbase

The walls are enclosed that are forming water pools. The stair-

cases are forming the new terrain of the underground. The water 

covers the stairs. Only when submerged into the waterbase, one 

can experience the space. In the water, people no longer just 

walk on the plan. The movement is three dimension.
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4    outdoor performance stage

12    bath pool

9    dancing terrace

10   dancing house

13   patio

14   leisure pool

16   car parking

15   entrace square

17   Macedonian Opera and Ballet House

6    rooftop park

5    grandstand

20   back of!ce

19   back stage

18   main stage

3    outdoor swimming pool

1    riverside platform

2    sunbath

7    rest terrace

8    exhibition corridor
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LEVEL  1. 80 m
1   ENTRANCE TERRACE

2   EXIHIBITION CORRIDOR

3   DANCE HOUSE

4   CAFE BAR

5   OUTDOOR PERFORMANCE STAGE

6   OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL

7   CAR PARKING

8   PATIO
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1   CHANGING ROOM

2   PATIO

3   LEISURE BATH POOL

5   OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL

7   SHOWER ROOM

4   SOUND POOL

6   DANCING POOL

8   REST SPACE

9   STONE POOL

10  THERMAL WATER TREAMENT

11  STUFF ROOM

12  WATER CONTROL ROOM

13  CAR PARKING
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LEVEL -2. 40 m
1   ENTRANCE TERRACE

2   RECEPTION

3   DANCE HOUSE

4   DANCE TERRACE

5   CHANGING AND MAKEUP

6   REHERSAL ROOM

7   CHANGING ROOM FOR BATH

8   MASSAGE AND SPA

9   PATIO

10  PERFORMANCE STAGE

11  CAR PARKING
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DETAIL A   1: 20 

DETAIL D    1: 5
STAIR SLAB FOR DAYLIGHTING

DETAIL C    1: 5
UNDERGROUND AND CANON LUMIERE FOR DAYLIGHTING

DETAIL B   1: 20 

1   skylight triple frosted glazing
12 mm toughened glass + 16mm argon-!lled cavity + 

2x10 mm laminated safety glass with aluminium caps

1   mortar laid to fall

2   prefabricated reinforced concrete 400mm

3   water pipes for thermal insulation

4   LED lighting for night landscape

5   double toughened glazing with aluminium caps

6   pre-casting concrete block conneted with built-in

stell "at

2   seperation wall with apertures
300 mm sandstone work with steel ties for stable, random length,

leave some gaps for aperturess, glue together

3   walkable roof
30 mm concrete slab, !nely sanded,

20 mm mortar; 130 mm thermal insulation sheeting; 

600mm reinforce concrete with water pipes

summer with cold water from river for cooling

winter with hot water from thermal water for warming

5   bath pool wall
80mm and 100mm masonry by turns,  5mm mortar 

6  over"ow drainage   
over"ows and chanels into the stone course layer

with built-in water pipe

1   vegetation roof
100 mm sand bed, 50 mm substrate layer

protective layer 8mm root-inhibitor membrance 130 mm thermal insulation

300 mm reinforced concrete with wtaer pipe 

2   handrail
500 mm height,  with 12 mm steel baluster 

!exed on the 600 mm height concrete parapet   

 3   skylight double glazing with aluminium frame
  

 
4   stainless steel handrail 
  

 
5   fresh air outlet
  

 
6   150 mm concrete slab with 30 mm stone brick on top
  

 

4 special lighting for bath pool

2   L-shape steel "at for re"ecting daylight

3   aluminium caps

4   130 mm thermal insulation

5   30mm concrete slab, !ne sanded

6   150mm gravel layer

7   200 mm drainage pipe

8   compacted earth

9   retaining wall construction:

500  mm waterproof reinforced concrete

10   300 mm T -shape steel beam for glazing load bearing

1   double toughened frosted glazing with aluminium caps


