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prof.ir. Joan Muysken (1894 – 1945)  
 

Full professor in the Afdeling der Werktuigbouwkunde en Scheepsbouwkunde of the 
TH Delft 1932-1944 and rector magnificus of the TH Delft in the period 1943 – 1944. 
 
 Appointed.  
 Fired.  
 Abused..  
 Forgotten? 
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Prof. ir. Joan Muysken was the son of ir. Joan Muysken (same first name). Joan Muysken senior 
was born in October 1866 in Amsterdam and died in March 1928 in Laren. 
 
Joan Muysken senior had graduated at the Polytechnische School Delft in mechanical 
engineering in 1889. In the period 1889 – 1891 he worked in Germany and in the USA.  
   Upon his return to The Netherlands in 1891 he joined the Nederlandsche Fabriek van 
Werktuigen en Spoorwegmaterieel (better known as Werkspoor), which was located in 
Amsterdam. His first position was that of supervisor in the Werkspoor production halls 
(wagenmakerij, ketelmakerij en smederij). In 1901 he became director of Werkspoor.  
 
See also: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SMo7mTsPXE 
 
The 1925 portrait of Werkspoor director ir. Joan Muysken shown below hangs in the Werkspoor 
Museum in Amsterdam.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His son Johan Muysken junior, the later prof. ir. Joan Muysken, was born in May 1894 in 
Amsterdam and died in August 1945 in Delft.  
 
He too studied mechanical engineering at the TH Delft, where he graduated in 1917 cum laude. 
During the First World War he briefly served in the Army; after his graduation he worked in 
Stockholm with Ljungströms Angturbin and in the USA with the LA Shipbuilding & Drydock Co. 
(San Pedro, CA).  
   Upon his return in 1920 he joined Werkspoor where his father was director. His career led him 
to the position of technical director at Werkspoor. In that capacity he also worked for a limited 
period of time in the Far-East. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SMo7mTsPXE
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In December 1919 he married Hannah Thompson (1888 Philadelphia – 1939 Delft). She was an 
accomplished artist, known for impressionist painting, etching, and crafts. One of her works was 
inspired by the magnificent Mount Tamalpais State Park, north of San Francisco. Her oil painting 
on board entitled “View of Mount Tamalpais” (1913) is shown below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In April 1932 ir. Joan Muysken (junior) was appointed to the chair of mechanical engineering in 
the TH Delft Afdeling der Werktuigbouwkunde en Maritieme Techniek (Department of Mechanical 
Engineering and Naval Architecture). He held his inaugural address on 28 September 1932 with 
the title “De bepaling van het aantal omwentelingen”. In his presentation he addressed topics of 
reliability and endurance of high-speed, high-
performance machinery.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Johan Muysken’s portrait shown here  
was made in the early 1940’s: 
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In September 1943 Muysken succeeded prof. Dorgelo to the position of rector magnificus at the 
TH Delft. The change of guard took place in a period of great turmoil amongst students and 
faculty about the German demand that students sign the infamous declaration of loyalty to the 
Nazi authorities.  
 
Although Muysken initially supported the unfortunate advice of the Senate to sign, he started to 
develop second thoughts and ultimately considered the possibility of closing the university entirely 
and to do so for a yet undetermined period of time. His initially controversial June 1944 proposal 
to the Senate was energetically supported by prof. Van der Maas, prof. Biezeno, and prof. 
Schermerhorn, and was finally accepted by a large majority in the Senate on 19 June 1944. 
Subsequently the decision was posted for all to see. 
 
His act of defiance infuriated the Nazi authorities. At the TH Delft the fierce NSB president–
curator ir. Evart van Dieren immediately advised the authorities to have rector Muysken arrested 
and in addition to send 150 to 200 faculty members and students into forced labor on the Atlantik 
Wall project (as stated by Lou de Jong in his “Het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in de Tweede 
Wereldoorlog 1939 - 19454”, deel 7).  
 
Muysken was fired from his position as full professor by order of the Commissaris-Generaal voor 
Bestuur en Justitie. 
 
In order to protect his colleagues Muysken decided not to go into hiding. Without delay he was 
arrested on 23 June. He was tried on 1 August by the Deutsches Obergericht in den besetzten 
niederländische Gebieten, located in The Hague. The Generalstaatsanwalt requested one year of 
imprisonment and his request was duly accepted by the judges. Subsequently Muysken was 
transported to Germany, initially to Zuchthaus Siegburg. the disciplinary prison in Siegburg 
(slightly to the North-East of Bonn).  
   Siegburg held a camp for political prisoners – like Muysken – in addition to several camps for 
forced laborers and a Nacht und Nebel camp. The severity of treatment of the prisoners varied 
somewhat, but reports by survivors describe very harsh treatment - to say the least. 
 
In February 1945 when American forces were advancing into Germany all prisoners were 
evacuated to one of the Kaufering concentration camps near Landsberg am Lech (to the West of 
München). The situation in those camps was even worse. See, but only if you must: 
                  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaufering_concentration_camp_complex  
 
The Kaufering camps were liberated in late April 1945. But freedom came too late for Muysken. 
Shortly after his return to Delft – an odyssey by itself, hampered along the long way home by 
uncooperative authorities in Paris - he was taken to the Bethel hospital in Delft, where he died  on 
11 August 1945.  
 
Muysken was buried on 15 August at Oud Eik en Duinen in The Hague. At the heavily attended 
ceremony his two staunch supporters the new rector prof. H.J. van der Maas and prof. C.B. 
Biezeno, as well as others, spoke of their great respect for prof. Muysken as a leader in troubled 
times, one with strong ethical convictions, and with compassion towards his fellow human beings. 
 
Already in May 1945 the by then former TH Delft president-curator Van Dieren had been arrested 
and tried. The verdict read: jail for a period of five and a half years. The sentence could not undo 
the tribulations that Muysken has had to endure. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaufering_concentration_camp_complex
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On the right: the common tombstone of  
prof. Joan Muysken (1894 – 1945)  
and his wife Hannah Thompson (1888 - 1939),  
at Oud Eik en Duinen in The Hague, location K-116. 
 
Joan Muysken’s name is on the plaquette in the Aula.  
 
A shaded lane in the Northern part of the TUD campus has been named after him.  
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