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Tour by the City of Amsterdam: Micha Sijtsma

Joran Kuijper
group of Architectural 

Design Crossovers,
TU Delft

Tour   Haven-Stad

With a vast area of 6.5 square kilometers, Haven-Stad is 
almost as big as Amsterdam’s city center. For such an enor-
mous surface, maps and data are indispensable to get an 
overview of how space and its characteristics are arranged. 
We can, for example, differentiate the natural environment 
from the constructed harbor docks. We can project eco-
nomic data about trade in industrial areas, or we can 
find out where the noise disturbance is located along 
the A10 Ring Road.

But space and its identity are more difficult to grasp by 
maps. Haven-Stad comprises twelve sub-areas that strongly 
differ from identity. The City of Amsterdam wants to retain 
the existing character of each area as much as possible. As 
part of converging to an integral answer on the main ques-
tion of the summer school capturing the use of the individu-
al areas as well as their qualities and aesthetics—that what is 
difficult to assess by maps only—is essential. Therefore, the 
real-life excursion is the vital method to experience space 
and its identity.

Armed by just our senses—and of course a bicycle—Arjan 
Klok, Micha Sijtsma, and Koos van Zanen toured us around 
three of the twelve sub areas, giving us a comprehensive ex-
perience of Haven-Stad’s space and its different identities. 
Merel Akerboom shared with us relevant points of interest 
from the perspective of the City of Amsterdam, showing us 
the current issues the city is trying to solve (as indicated on 
the following map and pictures).

Maps represent reality in a consciously filtered 
and scaled way. We—not only designers but anyone 
who wants to interfere with the built environment—
need maps to get an clutter-free overview of space. 
Moreover, we can project and infer very specific data 
of a location on a map creating a model and providing 
information that could never be perceived from a real-
life visit. Nevertheless, we cannot perceive a space and 
its identity without experiencing it.
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