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ROAD GAZE

AN OUTSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE
Most often outsiders experience the countryside from the road. Quickly
changing vistas change from wide perspectives on grain fields, tight
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SYNOPTIC VIEW
What appears to be the least tamable environment on ground,
emerges as a gridded network in top view. The forest is penetrated

by a perpendicular system of axes easing the access for forestry
machinery as well as for forest maintenance. Some of them are
roads, some straight lines emptied of big trees. The state, now a
main stakeholder, has become the predominate caretaker of the
forest owning large parcels of land some of which are protected

while others are used for forestry.

For a seamless process, forestry can only take place in relatively

even topography. In the case of marshy soil, it needs intensive \ 26°36' \ 26°38"
draining, which is done with the help of land reclamation ditches. -
Timber is grown in patches that are entirely cut down when
mature. Cas
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2.1 |

HOMESTEAD

LIVING \

The countryside, espe‘(‘i'ially in
contemporary world, ehQaﬂs more
and more non-agrarian H@plesteads.
They are usually smaller (a\ngund 2
hectares) and more fragmentéd\. The
homestead maintains its traditi&gal
characteristics — a small house \\\
accommodates a kitchen, sleeping \\\
rooms, a living room: all other
functions are dispersed between
different sheds. The fields are either
rented out or kept as meadow: a
vegetable garden and fruit garden
provide the family with home-grown
produce. There are large parcels of

forest.
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2.2

HOMESTEAD

MAKING A LIVING

An agrarian homestead has taken
over the lands of the neglected
neighbouring farms. The homesteads
are protected from outsiders’ gaze,
heavy winds and other factors by

planted trees.
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Note: N SCALE meters
TOPOGRAPHIC INFLUENCES ON WAYS OF LIFE Yartical section oxirudled Liratlo I o L I J
to highlight the terrain changes 1.7 500 .
o e e . _ 0o 7 150 375 750
The appearance of landscapes is directly related to the positioning of
land suitable for agriculture. Nevertheless, this is no one-way traffic.
The initial configuration is further domesticated and geographical
characteristics altered through land reclamation and soil improvement
by the inhabitants. With changing methods and technology in
agriculture use is appropriated and landscapes’ functionality changes.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
SECTIONA-R “Reclaimed” the gradual slopes result in bigger
The untillable hilltop is covered in a 'l‘andj g ¢ | b ax“cols ;f ﬁolds ?
cap of forest, the .ﬁ(.-»Id circles around e arablan Hillsides that are too steep to be Steeper hills
gt are drained | worked, are forested; slight slopes are fully
hollows betwden higher ground are Al are arable land forested
miarshland them useful
as pastures

The most fertile soils were
all plowed into fields:
the depopulating of the
countryside has left some of
those fields to neglect resulting
in fast reforestation

With the excavation of /
ditches, marshy soil is 8
improved to establish

woodlands and pastures
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