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The Everexpanding City
Integrating the periurban growth into the city

Predictions show that by 2050 Mexico City would have reached its peripheral cities and become a mega-region of 35 million
inhabitans
and
would
be
mostly
covered
by
monofunctional
low-rise
&
high-dense
settlements
which
will
only
fragment
the
ComplexCities
space and socially segregate people. In order to counteract this, I will propose a structure plan to articulate the development
of the region and, in a smaller scale, a masterplan based on a series of guidelines aiming to create suitable conditions for
the self-development of the settlements.
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I am aiming to improve the quality of life of the people
who reside in settlements located in the periphery of
Mexico City by providing more services, better job
opportunities and better transportation options, and as
a result of this, the improvement of the physical condition
of the settlement itself.
Secondly, and more importantly, prevent these
settlements from appearing the same way they have
been doing so far. These places should be
self-sustainable; in other words, people should have the
flexibility to adjust their environment so that it fits their
needs.
Finally, creating development opportunities for a
broader integration in the metropolitan & city levels in
order to achieve a more synergetic relationship between
people in the different scales.
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The highways do not create any kind of spin-off of functions; as a response to this, informal
activities have found a perfect location to set in and give some diversity to the otherwise empty
landscape. The few planned settlements find themselves isolated from the regional context and
have no other functions than that of sleeping areas, sometimes complemented by large shopping
areas that intend to provide service to a certain region. The interaction of these settlements with
their surroundings is non-existent. They are “protected” by huge walls that surround the whole
area except for a few places where the roads come in. The mirror effect of these “planned”
developments are the informal settlements that are also covering the area. They are a response
to diverse socio-economic factors that have been present for the last 50 years. They are slowly
consolidating.

Project Objectives
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The Design

I am aiming to improve the quality of life of the
people who reside in settlements located in the
periphery of Mexico City by providing more
services, better job opportunities and better
transportation options, and as a result of this,
the improvement of the physical condition of
the settlement itself.
Secondly, and more importantly, prevent these
settlements from appearing the same way they
have been doing so far. These places should
be self-sustainable; in other words, people
should have the flexibility to adjust their
environment so that it fits their needs.
Finally, creating development opportunities for
a broader integration in the metropolitan &
city levels in order to achieve a more
synergetic relationship between people in the
different scales.
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